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MES PTA Sponsors

Whale Tales

LIVE JAZZ & CLASSICAL MUSIC
CERTIFIED MUSIC INSTRUCTION

RICHARD A. SCHWARTZ, founder
NORTHSHORE JAZZ

Masters in Music
Bacheloran Music Education

Located in Mandeville
9856247177
rich@northshorejazz.com
www.northshorejazz.com

Play and Learn

Northshore Academy
2433 Monroe St.
Mandeville, Louisiana

(985) 6747744
Ages 6 weeks & up
Mondayi Friday
Part Time, Full Time
Holiday Care & Summer Camp

Erin F. Lorio, Esq.

Peragine & Lorio, LLC
527 E. Boston Street, Ste. 201
Covington, LA 70433
985-292-3500
erin@plalaw.com
www.plalaw.com

General Business Litigation

Contract Dispute Resolution

Insurance Coverage Analysis
Wills & Successions

Support Your MES PTA!l
SPONSOR THIS SQUARE!

Your ad or special message
could appear HERE for
$25/month or all year long for
just $100!

Contact Becky Bohm at roquinn1@juno.com
for more info .

Support Your MES PTAIl
SPONSOR THIS SQUARE!

Your ad or special message
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$25/month or all year long for
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Contact Becky Bohm at roguinnl@juno.com
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Hol i day Season

Presents Many GOfSpib® t

We would like to wish all of you a very happy holiday season. Who can believe we will soon be in the year 2010?

Excitement lies ahead.

All of that hard work and support for our Adventure Fest has made it possible for us to improve our playground for our

chil dr en. We are working

Towndé path. With funds from

bicycle and walking safety tips for all children.

having a great new swing set
our Safe Routes to School gr

Thanks for fishing at home. You would be so impressed to hear your children explain how they live the FISH philosophy at
home as they share this at Morning Meeting. They are so proud! At this time of year it is very helpful  to keep the FISH
philosophy in mind especially out in the community. Your children are excited to earn fish for all of their great deeds.
Thanks for reinforcing this. (See page 12 for more coupons.) Together we are building beautiful children an d our fut ure is

in great hands.

During this holiday season you will notice so many fun and exciting books to read with your children. Remember that
research suggests that if each adult read aloud a minimum of three stories a day to all children we could possibly  wipe out
illiteracy within one generation. So, every story or book you read with your child, helps them increase in literacy skills. As
we work together between home and school, our children will become proficient readers and writers.

As the next few we eks pass by our students will be involved in many exciting activities. Our talented drama students will
share their expertise as they perform for us. On December 8 ™ Ms. Wight will have students perform at our PTA meeting.

This is a busy, yet exciting time .

May you and your families enjoy your time together during this holiday season. We wish all of you much joy and
happiness. Our Mandeville Elementary School family is what it is today because of your dedication and involvement.

Thanks for takingthetme t o car e and

|l earn. 6

.

We have unclaimed clothing and other items in our lost
and found. If your child is missing a sweatshirt, jacket, or

anything else, please have him/her check the lost and
found. | know you have spent a lot of money on these
items for your children and would like to have them back.

Due to space issues, however, we will send all unclaimed
items to the Samaritan Center according to the schedule
below.

December 18
February 12
March 26
May 21

In order to have items returned to your ch ildren, please
put their first and last names in their clothing. We will
check names before we send the items to the Samaritan
Center. Hopefully, this will help us have items returned
to you and save you time and expense.

Thanks for your cooperation. If you have any questions,
please call the school at 985 -626-3950.

share your talents with us. Be

Happy Holidays,

Beth Laine
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Our congratulations go to Ms. Monique McNab as she earned her
National Board Certification in Early Childhood Education. This is an
outstanding accomplishment! She took the initiative for professional
development and worked really hard to demonstrate great teaching.
Ms. McNab, we are so proud of you! Thanks for all that you do for us
each day at Mandeville Elementary School.
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Pre-K News

Grade Level News

Whale Tales

November was packed with farm fun. We
learned about the characteristics of farm
animals, the sounds they make, what their
babies are called, and their purpose on the
farm. We had a great time role playing as
farmers. It was fun pretending to feed
animals, plant and harvest crops, and deliver
products to the grocery store. Learning where
meat, milk, eggs, fruits and vegetables come
from was very enlightening.

Thanksgiving was filled with lots of fun

Kindergarten News

activities. We learned what foods are good
and bad for our bodies. Third graders came
to talk to us about healthy foods.

Then we got to cre ate our own balanced
meals using play doh. We discovered how
the I ndians helped t

and take care of animals just like farmers do

today. It was fun making Indian headbands
and deciphering what their language was
like. It was a great N ovember.

November has been a wonderful month of fun

and learning in Kindergarten. We learned

about our bodies, the farm and Thanksgiving

We completed several craft project s that
pertained to each topic. The children loved

using our new interactive white boards to play
games, complete projects and watch videos
about our themes.

We learned about the human body and how we
can keep our bodies healthy. We learned
about our bones and how we need to exercise

and eat right to stay healthy and strong.

During our farm unit, we learned about the

First Grade News

animals on the farm and how each animal is
cared for. We learned about what the baby
animals are called. We also learned about
the plants that grow on a farm. We
discussed what harvest meant and what
different foods are made from the products
of a farm.

The week before Thanksgiving break, we
learned about Thanksgiving traditions. We
learned about the pilgrims and Indians. We
also learned about what the pilgrims and
Indians ate at the first feast. We talked
about what we are thankful for and showed
how we were thankful for our friends, school
and families.

The first grade had a great time in November
learning all about Native Americans. We
started off our unit reading some Native
American legends. In The Legend of the

Bluebonnet, a Native American young girl gave

up her most prized possession in order to save

her people. Wow, was
brought in our own most prized possessions,
shared them and wrote some descriptive
writings telling all about them. Everyone

enjoyed |l earning abou

special belongings.

We were also visited by a real Native
American, Strong Buffalo, who taught us about
life in America long ago. The students really
enjoyed his teepee and replica artifacts that

Native Americans used in daily life, including

some really cool toys. If you can believe it, we

had about 45 people sitting comfortably inside

the teepee Ilearning everything Native
American.

We then culminated our Native American unit
with preparing for our Pow Wow by painting
our vests, which displayed our chosen Native

American hame, making our headbands and out

dream catcher necklaces. All of the first grade

classes then came together for a Pow Wow
where we played our homemade musical

instruments. It was quite a sight to behold!

December will be just as memorable as we

learn about holiday customs and our

gingerbread unit! Have a wonderful holiday
season with your children!




WHEIERIEES

Grade Level News
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Second Grade News

Our second graders at MES were WIL
about the theater last month! The
students went to see Fontainebleau Jr.

High perform Aladdin Jr. at Fontainebleau

High school. All of the students were in

awe of the wonderful acting, dancing and

especially the singing! They were also very
excited to meet the cast. Our seconc
graders will be performing in a play later in

the school year so we wanted them to see
how amazing theater can be. Of course,
the success of the trip had much to do with

our chaperones. Thank you parents for all
of your help.

In science, students learned about the
different states of matter and types of
energy, including sound energy. They got
to participate in different experiments to

help better understand these
concepts. Katie graciously  shared  her
grandfather, John Pippeger, with us.
Johnor "Pops" brought a variety of
instruments to share with our second
graders. He showedus the different
families of instruments as well as
the unique sounds they each made. The
students not only learned a lot , but they
could not stop talking about how much they
enjoyed his presentation. What a
wonderful way to learn from the people in
our community.

In social studies they learned more about
the first Thanksgiving. They learned about
the hardships of the pilgrims and how the
Native Americans helped them to become a
successfu colony. They compared and

contrasted the way they celebrate now
and the way Thanksgiving was celebrated
then.

Math was filled with graphing.
Pictographs, bar graphs, Venn diagrams
and line plots were introduced. The
students came up with different
questions, surveyed their classmates,
gathered information and created graphs
using the information. It was amazing
watching students create their own graphs
to share the information gathered. There
was a great deal of variety in the
presentation of the info rmation.

November flew by quickly with all of

the fun-filled learning. We know
December will be the same.

Third Grade News

The third grade students have been busy at
work learning many new and exciting
things. One unit of study was based on the
book Mol | vy 8 s . Fudéntg rléamed
about immigrants to the United States as
well as customs and traditions of many
different people. The students conducted
interviews of parents and grandparents to
learn about their own heritage and were
very excited to present their interviews to
their fellow classma tes. The theme
continued in Social Studies as the students
learned about the early settlers of
Louisiana along with their special customs
and traditions. In math, students continued
to work on multiplication, division, and
problem solving. The classrooms have been
filled with exciting learning opportunities.

The 39 grade mini-societies have names,
flags, pledges, and laws which students

have developed through weekly meetings.
The names of our societies include Cool Kids
City, Awesome Peeps, STARS, and Riking
Whales. Over the next few weeks, the
students will create a monetary system and

government. The students will also have
jobs within the society and the classrooms
to earn money which will be used to

purchase items or to even pay rent to their

teacher.

In November, the third grade students took
their learning on the road as they headed to
Mandeville Public Works for a chance to
learn about wastewater and watershed
management/conservation. Students toured
the facility and had the opportunity to

conduct some water quality tests. Students
worked in teams to test pH levels,
alkalinity, and turbidity of the water. They

also learned the importance of the
wetlands and  conservation  through
experiments on a variety of soil samples
and observations of water plants like
duckweed. The students enjoyed becoming

0scientistsoé for the

Students will be busy the next few weeks
as the holiday season approaches. They will
create holiday shirts as they prepare to
visit local nursing homes and share some
beautiful ho liday music with the residents.
Al so, the otraveling
will continue. Each 3™ grade class will
choose a holiday book to share with their
fellow third graders. Of course, lots of
learning will continue as students work on
their skills each day in class! We look
forward to see the exciting things that will
be happening in third grade this month!

Third g raders team up to test water quality
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Technology Corner

Be proactive about keeping your child safe online!

The holidays are upon us and soon children will be enjoying their winter break. There are so many activities that our children will
participate in done of them could be computer time. As parents, we will be rushing here and there to get ready for the holidays. One
0t o d ashould hoabe overlooked is monitoring our children, regardless of their age, when they are using the computer, especially
if they are engaging the Internet.

The Internet can be a wonderful resource for children of all ages. But that access can also p ose hazards. That is why it is very
important to be aware of what your children see and hear on the Internet, who they meet, and what they share about themselves
online.

Many Internet service providers (ISPs) provide parent-control options to block certa in material from coming into a computer. You can
also get software that helps block access to certain sites based on a "bad site" list that your ISP creates. Filtering progra ms can block
sites from coming in and restrict personal information from being sen t online. Other programs can monitor and track online activity.
Also, make sure your kids create a screen name to protect their real identity. (  www.kidshealth.org ).

It is wise to take an active role in protectingy our children w hen they are on the Internet:

e Become computer literate and learn how to block objectionable material
Keep the computer in a common area, not in individual bedrooms, where you can watch and monitor its use.
Bookmar k your c hsites fbrreasyatcessf avor i t e
Spend time online together to teach your children appropriate online behavior.
Teach your child to never give out personal information online and to never share their passwords with their friends.
Contact the police if you are sus picious about something you find online that is not appropriate.

There are many children friendly websites that our teachers have listed on their MES classroom pages. You can access them vi a our
school webpage: www.mandevilleelementary.stpsb.org , click on staff and scr o | | to your t eFarcnior inforsnatignj c
please visit www.ikeepsafe.org. The Internet Keep Safe Coalition is a broad partnership of governors and/or first spouses, attorneys
general, public health and educational professionals, law enforcement, and industry leaders working together for the health a nd safety
of youth online. iKeepSafe® uses these unique partnerships to disseminate safety resources to families worldwide.

Computers are fun! However, remember to turn the computer off and go outside to play ! That is what vacation is all about!

Book Report

By Cindy Lebas, MES Librarian

December is such a fun month in the library. We talk about Christmas, Kwanzaa and Hanukah . The children explore various holiday
customs though stories and storytelling. They arelearni ng about a bookds call number , titl
grade students are using our new computers to search for books. Kindergarten stude nts will begin to check out nonfiction books in
January.

We are excited to have the second grade gifted students, Ella Millet, Samith Shetty, Scott Sonnier, Sierra Ballard and Domini ¢ Howell,
display their pioneer projects in the library (see picture on p. 7). Also, KEEP students displayed their inventions outside the library
during the month. What talented students we have at MES.

Dond6t forget the | ibraryds paperback book exchange progr amswhenS
they come to the library.

| encourage everyone to use Good Search as your search engine on your computer. It does not cost you to use it and every tim e you
utilize it as a search engine, you are earning money for our school. The web site is www.goodsearch.com. Please check it out.

Ms. Jeannie and | wish everyone a safe and joyous holiday season.

Happy Reading!!

Exciting Game in Chess Club Tournament Ends the Club Season

In the fin al moments, Gr egory Johnson of tMsi.s Ghessgidistooumdmert! sPatrick Ritts, who was the runner up,
played a close game with Gregory. The game lasted until the very end of the tournament when checkmate was announced.  The boys
played a fantastic game as did the 15 other students who participated in Chess Clubthis year. Great job chess players!
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PTA News You Can Use

The Art Studio

with Ms. Cleveland

There were some exciting moments in the art studio as
students used needles and yarn to quilt their squares. Pull
out all your clothes that are missing buttons or needing
hems. Your children would love to show you how they have
learned to sew! In keeping with our overall theme of studying
how art is a record of human experiences, time, and place we
are continuing with our Picturing America series. We looked
at a variety of artwork de picting important moments in
America's search for freedom including: The Midnight Ride of
Paul Revere, Washington Crossing the Delaware, The March
from Selma to Montgomery, and Allies Day 1917. In honor of
Veteran's Day and in support of a contest by the Veteran's of
Foreign Wars, students produced either a flag or depicted an
important event in American history. We are now studying
the scientific renderings of animals in America through prints
by John James Audubon Students will learn how to use
observational skills to depict their choice of a realistic looking
animal in its natural habitat.  In honor of Thanksgiving | won't
be surprised if "the turkey" is a favorite choice! Happy
Thanksgiving!

Smiling faces surround just one of the
awesome Adventure Fest auction items .
Thank you to all the MES staff who
volunteered at the Fest!!

OBE_COOL FOLLOW _ THE RULBS
The above is the theme for thi s
year's PTA Safety Poster Contest.
Rules and an entry form were sent
home the week before
Thanksgiving. The deadline is
December 17th so be sure to enter!

If you have any questions, contact
Becky Bohm at 951-7718 or
roguinnl@juno.com .
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YEARBOOKS ON SALE NOW!

Literacy Night, Adventure Fest, Pet Day, Holiday Fun!
All the se special moments pass by quickly, but you can
preserve them forever with the FULL COLOR MES
Yearbook for only $20. The yearbook is sold by advance
purchase only; dondt count
May! Order your book online and you can choose the
personalization option for an extra fee. Click on the
school, PTA, or Jostens websites to place your order
now. Or you can order through the school by sending in
a check for $20 made payable to MES. PLEASE record
yourchi | dds name and emesaaidn efr
your check. Cané6t remember i f yo
yearbook? Check your credit card statement for a
charge from Jostens.

Second graders display their pioneer projects in the library
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