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LIVE JAZZ & CLASSICAL MUSIC  

CERTIFIED MUSIC INSTRUCTION  

 

RICHARD A. SCHWARTZ,  founder 

NORTHSHORE JAZZ  
 

Masters in Music 

Bachelors in Music Education 

 

Located in Mandeville 

985-624-7177 

rich@northshorejazz.com 

www.northshorejazz.com 

 
 
 

 

 

Play and Learn 

Northshore Academy 
2433 Monroe St. 

Mandeville, Louisiana 

(985) 674-7744 

Ages 6 weeks & up 

Monday ï Friday 

Part Time, Full Time 

Holiday Care & Summer Camp 

 
 

Support Your MES PTA!!  
SPONSOR THIS SQUARE! 

 
Your ad or special message could 
appear HERE for $25/month or all 

year long for just $100  
 

Contact Becky Bohm at roquinn1@juno.com 
for more info.  

 
Erin F. Lorio, Esq. 

Peragine & Lorio, LLC  
527 E. Boston Street, Ste. 201 

Covington, LA 70433 

985-292-3500 

erin@plalaw.com 

www.plalaw.com 

 

General Business Litigation 

Contract Dispute Resolution 

Insurance Coverage Analysis 

Wills & Successions 

 

 
 

Cody Hosch, Cohen Early,  

Brandon Nolan,  

John David Procell & Emily Procell  

 

We are proud of you for helping the 

homeless and inspiring the community  

to make a difference.  

 

With Love Always,  

Your Moms, Dads & Siblings  

 
 

 

òCody Caresó is an organization formed by 5 

MES students whose goal is to òchange the worldó 

one day at a time.  We are currently accepting 

donations & selling ornaments with proceeds going 

to Ozanam Inn to help the Homeless. 

For more information or to make a donation 

contact us at:  

Attn: òCody Caresó 

P.O. Box 6620 

Metairie, LA  70009 

codycares2010@gmail.com 

Become our Facebook friend, go to Cody Cares 

 
 
 

  
Many thanks to all my friends, 

teachers and staff for making our 
last 4 years at MES memorable.  
We will miss everyone dearly as 
we move to the Netherlands in 
February.  Also, a special thank 

you to Becky Bohm for helping to 
make my PTA experience one I 

will treasure always.    
Bon Voyage! 

Stacey Preston and Family  

 

 

mailto:rich@northshorejazz.com
http://www.northshorejazz.com/
mailto:roquinn1@juno.com
mailto:erin@plalaw.com
http://www.plalaw.com/
mailto:codycares2010@gmail.com
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A New Year and a New Beginning . . . 2010!  
 
As we take a moment to look at your children , we are so impressed with the creativity and potential 
we see. It will be exciting to watch as they grow during the next decade. Thanks for sharing your 
beautiful children with us. It is an honor to work with the m and each of you and your families.  
 
Remember that during the week of January 25 th, we will have our annual family breakfasts. A letter 
was sent home containing all of the details. On Monday, Jan. 25 th we have third graders and their 
families; Tuesday, J an. 26th, second graders; Wednesday, Jan. 27th, first graders; Thursday, Jan. 28 th 
Kindergarteners; Friday, Jan. 29 th, our Pre-K families will join us.  We look forward to seeing all of you 
for breakfast on your designated day. If you have children in mult iple grades, you can choose one day 
and all of your children and families can join us or you can join us each day. We are glad to have you at 
all times.  
  
Our first graders are beginning to prepare for the Mardi Gras parade on February 11 th. I am sure we are 
all in for a great treat and lots of fun. A letter will be going home to our first grade parents with details 
and we will also post these on our website.  
 
Though it is hard to believe, one half of the year has passed. As your children bring home their progress 
reports, please note the growth and celebrate their successes. If you would like a conference with your 
childõs teacher to make sure your child improves in any academic area during the second half of the 
year, please call the office, 985 -626-3950, between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to schedule a meeting.  
 
We are in the second half of the year and all of us are working hard to finish strong. Please take a 
moment to share your thoughts and ideas with us. Oftentimes the smallest of ideas can be a 
springboard for very successful new ideas or solutions. As we listen to one another, we can boost our 
own creativity and benefit our whole Mandeville Elementary School family. You can email, write a 
note, or call with ideas and thoughts at anytime. Your input will help every child and we value your 
thoughts. Together we will make a difference for all of our children and prepare them for their lives in 
the future . 

- Beth Laine 

The Art Studio  with Ms. Cleveland  

The end of the second nine weeks brings the end of our focus on prints from the Picturing America  series.  To close our unit we 
studied the prints, Looking Down Yosemite Valley and The Last of the Mohicans.   Inspired by these prints, students painted their 
own dramatic sunset or  sunrise skies.  Drawing inspiration from John J. Audubonõs bird paintings, students added pelicans set in 
shadow in the foreground of their works.   Look for some of these great works during Gallery Night in March.   If you have an hour or 
two to volunteer,  please contact your studentõs Art in the Classroom parent  about beginning to mat and label the art work which 
will hang during Gallery Night.   The coming grading period will see us going òOver the Top!ó as we look at artists who have stepped 
outside the b ox.  We are hoping to push the limits with our own creativity as we study exactly what IS òartó.  
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December was a short, but activity -packed 
month. The students enjoyed hearing a variety 
of stories about The Gingerbread Man.  We 
also read other gingerbread stories, such as 
The Gingerbread Baby and Gingerbread 
Friends. The students were able to compare 
and contrast the different stories, along with 
sequencing and retelling activities. A 
gingerbread taste test proved to be the best 
activity to complete the unit. Decorating for 
the holidays was also a favorite for the 
students to do, especially at the art center. 

Pre-K News 

Our rooms were filled with red, green, and 
white at eve ry turn.  
 
A new year started and there are many 
exciting things ahead. Winter and weather 
are upcoming themes in Pre-K. The students 
will learn about the different types of 
weather and complete some fun science 
experiments. Hopefully, if the cold weather 
continues, we can even turn water into ice 
outside of our classroom!  

 

December was a very busy month for the 
Kindergarteners.  We went on a field trip to 
see the play, òThe Nutcracker Balletó at St. 
Joseph Abby.  After the ballet, we visited 
Mandeville City Hall, where we decorated the 
lobby Christmas tree with hand -made 
ornaments.  These activities really got us in 
the Christmas spirit!  
 
We focused our learning towards celebrating 
holiday customs and traditions around the 
world.  We also had lots of fun learning about 

Kindergarten News  

different types of transportation.  We 
culminated the unit with òPolar Express 
Dayó where the children were able to view 
the movie while enjoying delicious hot 
chocolate and cookies.  Santa and his Elf 
even came to visit our classroom and pass 
out candy canes and Christmas pencils. 
 
It is hard to believe that half of the school -
year is already complete.  We marvel at how 
far we have come since that first day of 
school in August! 

 

The 1st grade rode the òPolar Expressó into the 
holiday season with bells on, and our P.J.õs!  
All showed up to school in their pajama best, 
even the first grade teachers! We were quite 
the cozy sight reading and participating in 
activities centered on the ever -popular holiday 
story, The Polar Express.  We had the perfect 
end to 2009! 
 
We began January amid a snowstorm!  Weõve 
been busy creating our own winter wonderland 
down in the first grade wing.  Weõve been 
learning about all aspects of winter in other 
parts of the country. Through reading winter 
stories filled with descriptive language and 
using these snowy phrases in their own 
writings, the students have visited a snowy 
winter in their mind's eye.  Come feel and see 
winter at its blustery best!  
 
January and February will turn out to be a very 
busy time in first grade.  We will celebrate the 

First Grade News  

100th Day of School by doing all things 100.  
We will have a great time celebrating the fact 
that we were 100 days smarter, too!  We will 
also begin our Louisiana Unit.  We will learn 
about animals indigenous to Louisiana and 
then write descriptive, non -fiction texts 
about the animals.  These texts will be on 
display in the first grade hallway if you want 
to learn more about the animals that share 
our backyards.   

We also will participate in the Black Stallion 
Literacy Foundation Program that promotes 
reading in younger students.  The students 
are sure to be surprised by some of the 
special visitors that will kick off the program!  
We will end February with the First Grade 
Mardi Gras Parade.  All the first grade classes 
will dress in costume representing different 
themes from Louisiana.  The students are 
going to love parading with their class and 
throwing beads to the entire school.  What a 
fun way to head into Mardi Gras Ho lidays!    

 

 

Grade Level News  

 

 



Grade Level News  
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Second Grade News 

Happy New Year and welcome back to 
everyone!  In the month of December, our 
second graders had a great time using 
holiday literature to practice reading skills  
as well as learning about different holi day 
traditions.  

Using many great stories, such as Kwanzaa, 
Hanukah, The Legend of Old Befana, Los 
Posadas, The Cajun Night Before Christmas, 
and The Night Before Christmas, we 
explored many different holiday traditions 
and celebrations. We learned literacy  skills 
such as sequencing, cause and effect, and 
using context clues to find meaning. It was 
a great time to write friendly letters 
because there was a jolly old man waiting 
to hear from us. As we learned about the 
parts of a friendly letter while writing  we 
were able to contact Santa and tell him 
about our families, our dreams, and our 
plans for our winter vacation.  

In math, we learned about money.   First, 
we reviewed the values of different coins. 

Whale Tales 

Third Grade News  
 

December proved to be a fun -filled and 
action packed month for MES 3rd graders.   
We started off the month with visits to the 
Holiday Gift Shop where students were 
able to buy gifts for family members and 
friends.  Then the students experienced 
the joy of giving when we participated in 
the Toy Donation Drive.  The students 
donated many toys that were distributed 
to less fortunate children in the area.  
Soon after that, we decorated and 
bedazzled holiday t -shirts in preparation 
for our visits to the local nursing homes.  
We then practiced some familiar and 
unfamiliar holiday t unes.  Some of our 
favorites were Feliz Navidad and Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town (Oh yeah!).  Both 
audiences, the student body and the 
patients at the nursing homes, enjoyed the 
entertainment.   
 

Of course we also celebrated the holidays 
with our winter p arties.  Thanks to all who 
helped out and made our parties terrific.  
 
Now we are looking forward to a great new 
year filled with many exciting learning 
opportunities and a ctivities.  Our Mini 
Societies have developed economies, and 
we are in the process of  printing our money 
and voting for treasurers to conduct 
financial business within each society.  
Recently, students have voted on jobs and 
will soon be earning their first paychecks.  
Towards the end of the year there will be a 
culminating activity where students will use 
their money to purchase items from each 
other at our annual Market Day.   Letõs not 
forget about spring testing.  We will be very 
busy in the upcoming months learning about 
geometry, fractions, measurement, and 
much more.  As you can see, the second 
half of the year will be quite exciting.  

 

Next, we counted different 
combinations of  coins. Finally, we found 
ways to make different amounts of 
change using coins.  Great fun was had 
and valuable skill s were learned as we 
visited our Holiday Gift Shop to 
purchase gifts for our friends and 
families.  

After a nice long holiday, second grade 
got right back into the swing of things.   
Second graders are working on verb 
tense, agreement with the subject, 
summarizing text and determining the 
main idea.   We will also continue 
learning about shapes, symmetry, 
fractions , and the water cycle.  

It is so hard to believe that we are 
already halfway through second grade.   
But as they say, time flies when youõre 
having fun, and thatõs a wonderful part 
of the Fish Philosophy here at MES! 
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Book Report  
By Cindy Lebas, MES Librarian  
 

 
 
During the months of January I will be reading 
several books nominated for the Louisiana 
Childrenõs Choice Awards.  The books are divided 
into three categories ð kindergarten, first and 
second grade, and third grade.  After the books 
are read, each child will vote, deciding how well 
they enjoyed the stories.  Then, after the state 
voting is completed, the winni ng books will be 
announced. As a participating school, we will 
receive a symbol to be put on the winning books.  
All the books read will be available for check -out 
from the library.  Below is a list of the books I will 
read.  
 
Kindergarten :  
Bear Feels Scared by Karma Wilson and Jane 
Chapman 
How Do Dinosaurs Go to School? by Jane Yolen 
Mouse Was Mad by Linda Urban 
Snailõs Birthday Wish  by Fiona Rempt 
There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Flea  by 
Jennifer Ward 
 
1st & 2nd Grade: 
A Visitor for Bear by Bonny Becker 
Can I Bring My Pterodactyl to School, Ms. Johnson? 
by Lois Grambling 
Farley Follows His Nose by Lynn Johnston and Beth 
Cruikshank 
Letõs Do Nothing by Tony Fucile 
Lost in the Woods by Carl Sams, II and Jean Stoick 
 
3rd Grade:  
Dirt on My Shirt  by Jeff Foxworthy  
How I Learned Geography by Uri Shulevitz 
Listen to the Wind by Greg Mortenson and Susan 
Roth. 
Louise, the Adventures of a Chicken  by Kate 
Dicamillo and Harry Bliss 
Seabiscuit, the Wonder Horse by Meghan McCarthy 
 

Happy Reading! 

 
Technology Corner  

 
  
Think back to the day when you were in kindergarten.  Did you have 
computers and Promethean Boards in the classroom?  Did you match 
baby animals with their mothers via a Promethean Board screen or by  
using worksheets and pencils? 
 
Last fall Promethean Boards were installed in the Pre -K through first 
grade classrooms.  This installation completed the goal of having a 
Promethean Board in every classroom at MES.  The technology is 
adapted to the age leve l and children of all ages love it.  
 
The children who are in Pre -K this year are learning the basics of the 
system.   The teachers are able to connect to websites that allow the 
children to learn more true to life and more in -depth information about 
the various topics.  For example, when they studied about farms the 
children were read books about farm animals and farm life.  To 
enhance their learning experience, they moved to the Promethean 
Board video and pictorial images and were able to navigate through the 
various parts of farms and learn more about what a farmer does on the 
farm.  The class cannot fly to a farm, so bring the farm to the 
classroom via the Promethean Board and the internet.  
 
The kindergartners are also learning the basics of the system a s they 
individually have the opportunity to interact with the Promethean 
Board.   When they were learning about farms and farm animals, they 
read books and discussed the books.  Then they moved to the 
Promethean Boards to learn more about the animals by ma tching baby 
animals with their mothers.  How did they do this?  The students used a 
special ActivPen that allows them to go to the screen, touch the baby 
animal and drag it over to where its mother is.  They also matched the 
animals with the sou nds they make via the ActivPen.  
 
To take it one step further, the kindergartners are also using the 
technology to create graphs and patterns by using the ActivPen to 
select an image and drag it to its destination or to match a picture with 
its beginning sound.  They are able to combine their math, science and 
reading skil ls into one interactive lesson.  
 
The Promethean Board screens are touch-sensitive screens that are 
connected to the computer.  The computer allows the teacher to 
project lesson plans and educational i nternet sites.  The students are 
engaged by using the ActivPen which is a special wireless pen that 
activates the touch -sensitive screen lesson plans.  The design of the 
ActivPen replicates a real pen so that children can hold it just like they 
hold their pencils.   
 
Be sure to ask your child how he/she is using the Promethean Board 
technology at MES! 
 

 



 

 
  

Whale Tales PTA News You Can Use Page 7 Page 7 

 

BOOK FAIR ôDINERõ OPENING SOON! 

 
 
Take a trip back in time to the 50õs at the 
Book Fair Diner the week of March 15 th  to 
March 19 th . Students will visit the Book Fair 
during their library times that week. Book Fair 
will also be open during Gallery Night on March 
16th. If you would like to volunteer please 
contact Becky Bohm at roquinn1@juno.com. 
Hope to see you there! Be on the lookout for 
the book preview flyer in March!  

 

Teacher Mini Grant Winners  
Recently the PTA sponsored its Teacher Mini Grant program. 
Teachers are invited to write grants for resources that can 
be used in their classroom to enhance the learning 
experience.  
 

Thank you to the teachers that submitted grants. There 
were several creative, worthwhile grants submitted. This 
yearõs winners are: 
 
Ms. Campo - This grant is for two touch screens to use on 
computer monitors in Technology Classroom.  
Ms. Gipson and Ms. Frederick - Their grant is for four iPod 
Touches to be used as audio recorders, electronic libraries, 
listening centers, and educational game systems.  
Mr. Fussell - His grant is for webcams to use with Skype and 
for video conferencing with educational speakers.  
Ms. Keys and Ms. Lundberg  - They co wrote a grant for iPod 
Touches to be used in literacy stations, to listen to books on 
tape, and to help students e xplore the weekly themes.  

Congratulations!  
 

Gallery Night  

Itõs time to start thinking 
about Gallery Night which 
is March 16th.Our Art in 
the Classroom parents will 
be working hard on 
auction item projects and 
preparing the childrenõs 
artwork for exhibiting in 
the hallway.  Volunteers 
who would like to help, 
please contact your Art in 
the Classroom parent or 
me at 
klgruntz@hotmail.com .  
 
This is a really fun night 
and I encourage parents to 
get involved by helping 
with preparations, 
participating in the 
auctions or, most 
importantly, coming out 
on Gallery Night and  
sharing in our childrenõs 
talents and love of art.  

 

 

mailto:roquinn1@juno.com
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Dear MES Families ð  
 
Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2010 and all 
the great things to come!  
 
Thanks to all the parents who attended our 
December PTA Meeting and Student Musical 
Performance.  The evening was filled with 
beautiful voices, bell ringers , and violin 
players.  We all felt the holiday spirit!  
 
There was additional excitement that filled 
the air that night ð the excitement that 
everyone voted to approve the playground 
equipment project.  Thanks to all that voted 
in favor of it.  The children will be excited 
when the new swing set and mulch arrive.  
The funds for this project were generated  
from the MES Adventure Fest that took place 
last November.  Thanks again to everyone 
for their continuous support!  

 
Calendar items ð Family Breakfast Week  
(week of January 25 th), Newspaper Drive  ð 
ongoing ð the container, which is located 
outside at the corner of the gym building, 
can be accessed 24 hours ð so please bring 
in your newspapers to help support MES, 
PTA General Meeting/Math & Science 
Night  ð February 9th, PTA Board Meeting  ð 
all are welcome to attend  - February 24th at 
9:30am.  PTA Board meetings are open to 
all MES Families.   
 
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities ð We 
love our volunteers and we appreciate them 
very much!   In March we will have the MES 
Sock Hop (6th) and the MES Gallery Night . 
(16th).   If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact us or send a 

note in with your child.  There are plenty 
of things for volunteers to help out with 
and we invite you to come on in and join 
us.  For additional volunteer information, 
please visit the PTA website at 
www.mandevilleelementarypta.com . 
 
MES parent volunteers are what make the 
programs so successful and memorable for 
the children!  It is so rewarding and the 
children love it  when their parents are 
involved at the school.  We appreciate our 
volunteers very much!  òTHANK YOU!ó 
 
 

Jennifer Barousse  
Ingrida Arata  

MES PTA Co-Presidents 2009 -2010 

 

Letter from our PTA Co -Presidents  

 

 

 
www.louisianapta.org  

 

 

 
www.pta.org 

 

 

MES Reflections Winner!!  

 

Congratulations to  
Grace Savoy! 

 
Grace's entry in the 

Reflections Contest won an 
Award of Merit  in Photography 

at the District level.  

Way to go! 

Holiday Gift Shop  
a Huge Success 

 
To the wonderful parents at MES 
who volunteered their time and 
energy to the set -up and shopping 
days of the Holiday Gift Shop:  
 
We know time is precious during 
the holiday season.  Thank you so 
much for jumping in to do whatever 
was needed to guarantee that 
the gift shop was a success.  The 
children loved shopping, and I can 
just imagine their faces as their 
loved ones opened the gifts which 
they so carefully selected.     

MES parents are the Best!! 
 
LaGina Davis 
Faith Walton  
2009 Holiday Gift Shop Chairs 

 

http://www.mandevilleelementarypta.com/

